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Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on 
farmers.gov to find information on USDA farm loans that may best fit 
their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to 
help farmers finance their operations. From buying land to financing the 
purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from 
farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple 
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After 
submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific 
needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, 
and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements 
and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers 
prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is 
applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, 
Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in 
Internet Explorer. 

 

https://fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/352b742#link_2
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/352b742#link_2
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/352b742#link_3
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/352b742#link_6
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/352b742#link_1
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, 
the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can 
visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov. 

 

Ask the Expert: A Q&A on Farm Storage Facility Loans 
In this Ask the Expert, Toni Williams answers questions about how Farm Storage 
Facility Loans (FSFLs) provide low-interest financing to help producers build or 
upgrade commodity storage facilities. Toni is the Agricultural Program Manager 
for FSFLs at the Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
Toni has worked for FSA for more than 32 years and is responsible for providing national policy and 
guidance for Farm Storage Facility Loans. 

What are Farm Storage Facility Loans? 
Farm Storage Facility Loans provide low-interest financing for eligible producers to build or upgrade 
facilities to store commodities. 

The FSFL program was created in May 2000 to address an existing grain shortage. Historically, 
FSFLs benefitted grain farmers, but a change in the 2008 Farm Bill extended the program to fruit and 
vegetable producers for cold storage. An additional change extended the program to washing and 
packing sheds, where fresh produce is washed, sorted, graded, labeled, boxed up, and stored before 
it heads to market. Since May 2000, FSA has made more than 40,000 loans for on-farm storage. 

Eligible facility types include grain bins, hay barns, bulk tanks, and facilities for cold storage. Drying 
and handling and storage equipment including storage and handling trucks are also eligible. Eligible 
facilities and equipment may be new or used, permanently affixed or portable. 

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-qa-on-farm-storage-facility-loans-with-toni-
williams 

https://www.farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#step-1
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-qa-on-farm-storage-facility-loans-with-toni-williams?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-qa-on-farm-storage-facility-loans-with-toni-williams?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

 

USDA Offers Farmers.gov Features to Help Farmers 
Hire Workers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers features on the farmers.gov website designed to 
help facilitate the employment of H-2A workers. 

USDA’s goal is to help farmers navigate the complex H-2A program that is administered by 
Department of Labor, Department of Homeland Security, and the State Department so hiring a farm 
worker is an easier process. 

The primary new H-2A features on Farmers.gov include: 

• A real-time dashboard that enables farmers to track the status of their eligible 
employer application and visa applications for temporary nonimmigrant workers; 

• Streamlining the login information so if a farmer has an existing login.gov account they 
can save multiple applications tracking numbers for quick look-up at any time; 

• Enables easy access to the Department of Labor’s (DOL) Foreign Labor Application 
Gateway (FLAG); 

• Allows farmers to track time-sensitive actions taken in the course of Office of Foreign 
Labor Certification’s (OFLC) adjudication of temporary labor certification applications; 

• Allowing for farmers to access all application forms on-line. 

All information can be found at www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a. 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where customers can apply for programs, process transactions and manage 
accounts. With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those 
customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver 
the greatest immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do 
right, and feed everyone. 

http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

Guide Available for Underserved Farmers, Ranchers 
A multi-agency guide for USDA assistance for underserved farmers and ranchers is now available. If 
you are a farmer or rancher and are a minority, woman, veteran, beginning, or limited resource 
producer, you can use this booklet to learn about assistance and targeted opportunities available to 
you. This includes programs offered through the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and Risk Management Agency. Download the guide here. The guide is also 
available in Spanish, Hmong, Korean, Vietnamese, Thai and Chinese on farmers.gov/translations.  
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https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/farmersgov-historically-underserved-factsheet-07-20-2022.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/translations?utm_campaign=underservedfarmers&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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